
Focus On:  Uniform CPA Examination
What Is A Concentration in Accounting?

Important Information for Applicants and Educators
Over the past few months, the Board
has received numerous phone calls,
letters, and e-mails from Uniform CPA
Exam applicants and educators who
have questions regarding the educa-
tion requirements for Exam applicants.

Pursuant to 21 NCAC 08F .0302,
Education and Work Experience Required
Prior to CPA Exam, applicants for the
Exam must possess a bachelor’s degree
in any subject, from a regionally ac-
credited college or university, that ei-
ther includes or is supplemented by a
concentration in accounting as defined
in 21 NCAC 08A .0309.

21 NCAC 08A .0309 states, in part,
that a concentration in accounting must
include at least 30 semester hours, or
the equivalent in quarter hours, of un-
dergraduate accountancy courses
which shall include no more than six
(6) semester hours of accounting prin-
ciples and no more than three (3) se-
mester hours of business law.

One of the most frequently asked
questions refers to the stipulation that
no more than six (6) semester hours of
accounting principle coursework may
be counted toward the 30 semester hour
requirement.

Few colleges and universities still
call introductory accounting courses
“Accounting Principles I and II;” such
courses are now named “Introduction
to Financial Accounting,” “Introduc-
tion to Managerial Accounting,” or
similar names. Regardless of the course
titles, these courses are, in fact, intro-
ductory level accounting courses.

As such, even if the college or uni-
versity considers these courses to be
four (4) semester hours each, these in-
troductory accounting courses may be
claimed as no more than six (6) hours of
the 30 semester hour requirement.

A similar question concerns “pre-
accounting” courses offered by some

schools. These courses are generally
one (1) or two (2) semester hours and
serve as introductory courses to the
accounting program and are com-
pleted before courses such as “Ac-
counting Principles I and II,” “Finan-
cial Accounting,” or “Managerial Ac-
counting,” etc.

Again, these courses are at the
introductory or principle level and can
only be counted toward the six (6)
semester hours of accounting prin-
ciples portion of the 30 semester hour
requirement—any additional hours of
principle-level coursework cannot be
used to meet the concentration in ac-
counting requirement.

Unfortunately, a number of Exam
applications have been denied because
the individuals incorrectly included
more than six (6) semester hours of
accounting principles when calculat-
ing their compliance with the 30 se-
mester hour requirement.

These applicants must take addi-
tional courses to fulfill the concentra-
tion in accounting requirement to be-
come eligible to sit for the Exam.

Duplicate coursework is also a
problem for many Exam applicants.
For example, some colleges and uni-
versities offer a single tax course that
covers both individual and business
tax return preparation. A student com-
pletes that course, but chooses to take
a business tax tax return preparation
course at another school.

Because the coursework is dupli-
cative (the business-only tax prepara-
tion course supersedes the combined
individual/business tax preparation
course), only one of the courses may be
counted toward the 30 semester hour
requirement.

Applicants who include the credit
hours for both courses may be ineli-
gible to sit for the Exam because they,

in fact, do not have a concentration in
accounting.

Applicants must consider the con-
tent of courses, not just the course
names, when calculating compliance
with 21 NCAC 08A .0309 and 21 NCAC
08F .0302.

While finance, management, mar-
keting, computer, economics and writ-
ing classes may be essential compo-
nents of a school’s degree program,
such classes are not acceptable for the
concentration in accounting.

In addition, accounting internships
and Exam preparation courses, while
highly beneficial to the student, are not
eligible for credit toward the 30 semes-
ter hour requirement.

Exam applicants and educators are
encouraged to review the Board’s rules
regarding the education requirement
for the Uniform CPA Exam.

If you have questions regarding
the concentration in accounting or other
Exam requirements, please contact the
Board’s Deputy Director,
J. Michael Barham, CPA, by e-mail at
mbarham@nccpaboard.gov, or contact
the Board’s Executive Director,
Robert N. Brooks, by e-mail at
rbrooks@nccpaboard.gov.

Need  Exam
Information?

Exam candidates and educators are
encouraged to visit the following
web sites to obtain the most current
information on the Uniform CPA
Examination:

www.nccpaboard.gov

www.cpa-exam.org

www.nasba.org
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